Introduction
As currently configured, the small Molossidae bat, Chaerephon pumilus (Cretzschmar 1830-1831), has a broad distribution across much of sub-Saharan Africa and on offshore islands of both the Atlantic and Indian Ocean coasts of this continent, East to the Arabian Peninsula, and on islands in the western Indian Ocean (Bouchard 1998; Harrison & Bates 1991; Simmons 2005) . The nominate form was described based on specimens collected at Massawa, Eritrea. On the Arabian Peninsula, this taxon appears limited to Yemen, specifically the portion directly across the Red Sea from Eritrea (Harrison & Bates 1991) . Animals currently assigned to C. pumilus sensu lato show considerable phenotypic variation with bat taxonomists recognizing 12 different forms (Koopman 1994). In contrast, given the considerable levels of dichromatism in certain populations, particularly associated with wing and pelage coloration, it has been suggested that "attempts at subspecific separation based mainly on colour are profitless" (Hayman & Hill 1971, p. 64 Peterson et al. (1995) proposed to elevate three forms (hindei, limbata, and naivashae) to full species. While this suggestion may indeed be valid, the lack of a phylogenetic context and diagnoses to separate these forms renders their taxonomic conclusion difficult to interpret in light of other potential factors to explain the patterns of morphological variation in this species complex (e.g., Ratrimomanarivo et al. 2008) . Given apparent high levels of morphological polymorphism in C. pumilus sensu lato, overlaid on clinal and geographic variation, it has been rather problematic to sort out the systematics of this putative species complex.
